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9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.lin.The federal government, often in concert with states, provides assistance to millions of
individuals and families each year through a multiplicity of programs. These programs play a key role in
supporting workers who have lost their jobs, families with low-incomes, and vulnerable children who have
experienced abuse and neglect. However, given the fiscal pressures facing the federal government and the
continued demands placed on assistance programs, it is critical that programs designed to serve those most in
need provide benefits and services as effectively and efficiently as possible. In light of concerns about
fragmentation, duplication, and overlap in government programs, this testimony addresses: (1) the key
characteristics of some programs and tax expenditures that provide assistance to individuals and families; (2)
problems in administering and providing services through multiple programs; and (3) actions that may help
address these problems. We focused on programs under the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee of Human
Resources and some related programs and tax expenditures for children and working-age adults; we developed
an illustrative but not all-inclusive list of these programs. We relied on work conducted between 2001 and 2011,
which employed an array of methodologies. These included surveys of federal and state officials; site visits to
states and local areas; interviews with local, state, and federal officials; and analysis of agency data and
documents. This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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