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Editorials and Letters From the Evening Post Joe Manley recently made an interesting and instructive
comparison between the situation a few weeks before the Republican convention of 1876 and the outlook to-
day, to show that the candidate who leads two months before the delegates meet, as McKinley does now, may
fail to secure the nomination, as Blaine failed twenty years ago. There is, however, a contrast between the
situation in 1876 and that in 1896, which is much more important than Manley s suggestion. Twenty years ago,
as now, Ohio entered a favorite son in the contest for the Republican nomination. Twenty years ago the Ohio
candidate was successful in the convention, and the Electoral Commission awarded him the presidency. The
national convention of 1896 is still a number of weeks away, but the Ohio candidate is far ahead of all his rivals,
and his success is confidently claimed. In one respect, however, and that the most important of all, William
McKinley in 1896 is as far removed from Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876 as one pole from the other. The Ohio
candidate twenty years ago was so sound on the financial issue that nobody in the country could question his
position. The Ohio candidate now is so vague and enigmatical in his out givings that nobody can tell what he
means. Mr. Hayes came into national prominence through his election as Governor of Ohio in 1875, after the
most interesting, exciting, and important state canvass known...
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