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limitations such as climatic characteristics and associated edaphic and vegetational features. A major problem
for land management, in its broadest sense, can be a reluctance to foresee the consequent ecological changes.
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sustainable way, by sound, prudent and temperate expectations that have dictated management regimes. The
management of land in Europe has always been a complex challenge: land is the primary, though finite
resource. DeciSions regarding the use of land and manipulation of ecosystem dynamics today may affect the
long-term primary productivity of the resource. Decisions to change land use may be virtually irreversible;
urbanization is an illustration of the influence of population density on the land resource. | 1. Land Resources,
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