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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 edition. Excerpt: . twelve made their appearance in court with a verdict which
every man among them knew to be a false one. ( 7 Loud. Law Mag., 49.) With regard to the impression we have
given of the value of a trial before a competent judge who shall have a jury in his brain and not as a team, we
may here add that the editor of Finch s Reports was somewhat of our way of thinking, for he attempts to prove
how a single judge, --say a chancellor--is of more value than twelve good men and true. Tis true, says he, many
decrees of lord chancellors have been reversed upon appeals to a superior court, but never for any reason like
that for which a verdict was set aside which was given by a north county jury by flipping up a sixpence--if cross,
for the plaintiff; if pile, for the defendant. Judge E. Darwin Smith, sitting in the Court of Appeals, made sensible
remarks on jurors and brought them down to their right level: It is not the jury his honor said, but the courts
which administer justice. The duty and responsibility of seeing that equal and impartial justice is meted out to
all men, devolves under the Constitution, by the common law, upon the judges of the courts. Juries are mere
assistants of the courts whose province it is to aid them in the decision of disputed questions of fact. Its value
(jury...
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