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Cultural Misunderstandings: and time. A meeting that might be announced for a few hours might go on for
many hours until a In most Indian tribes, communication tends to be conclusion is reached that brings about
stability implicit, and much is conveyed without articulating and harmony in relationships between members of
the particular message. The nonverbal and situational the tribe. An agency may feel that it is essential to
context becomes very important. An example would have a tribal response the following week in order be that
in the tribal world all forms of traditional to meet a goal; a tribe may feel that it is essential expression - names,
words, intonations, drumming, to take all the time necessary in order to discuss dances, masks, brush strokes,
chants - have unique an issue that might aIect the life of the tribe for symbolism and are the outward
manifestation of a generations. deeper reality ( as they are in most religions ). Tribal elders are treated with
great respect, There are significant diIerences in what is important whether or not they hold elected oIice or
an oIicial in the dominant American culture and what is position. In the dominant American culture, important
in most tribal cultues. peoples status is usually defined by their oIicial position. Thedominant American culture
tends to emphasize: Agencies feel they must justify their decisions earned status based on facts and scientific
thinking. Tribes oJen individual achievement feel that intuition is a better guide to the underlying self-reliance
relationships and essential...
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