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southeastward change in the basal zones from coarse to fine facies is available, however, in more distant
southeastern localities. Toward the extreme headwaters of the Holokuk River, where there is no evidence of
faulting, shales seem to predominate in the relatively few available exposures that adjoin the anticlinal area of
the Gemuk group on Atsaksovluk Creek. Massive shales, accompanied by minor amounts of graywacke, also
crop out in an anticlinal belt in a large upfaulted block along the headwater divide between Boss and Egozuk
Creeks, tributaries of the Holokuk River, and Mukslulik and Bakbuk Creeks, northwestern tributaries of the
Holitna River. The rocks of the basal zones of the Kuskokwim group, such as are found in the upper Holokuk
River area, are massive and weather brown. In this they differ from rocks of both higher zones and of apparent
lateral equivalents of the basal zones in southeastern areas. The thick massive beds form prominent outcrops
that stand out from the slopes much like the massive strata of the Gemuk group in the Cinnabar Creek area.
The brown color gives the superficial appearance of weathered mafic volcanic rocks, and hand specimens of
the finer textured facies are difficult to distinguish from basalt. Actually, those rocks of northwestern areas
commonly contain such large quantities of fragmental debris, apparently derived from the basaltic volcanic
formations in the Gemuk group, that they approach the composition of basalt or andesite and the
brownweathered surface is explained. The strata in some localities may be crossed...
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