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ooeo in modern democracies as they form and articulate the

political will of the citizens of a nation and represent their
interests. This significance is also acknowledged within the
European Union where they exert already a great influence in

‘n‘b all European institutions. The European Council, the Council of
Ministers as well as the Commission are mainly constituted of
senior party figures . All political parties that are members of a
national governing coalition are automatically sucked into the
management of the Union. However, political parties do not
dispose of the same resources and support than they do at
national level. This is, for instance, sensible looking at the very
low turnout rates in elections for European Parliament and
opinion polls reflecting little identification with European
parties. National party elites often neglect or avoid European
issues during the campaigns in favour...
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