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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: . . . and I promised to plight you to my new friend and yours. When he visited
Fougereuse, you were his princess always, and he your vassal. But the time came when, of his own free will, he
gave me back my word. Guy, I say! Let me justify myself! cried Robert. This is neither the time nor the place! Let
me finish. He gave me back my word, because he was not willing, he said, to take advantage of the inexperience
of a child of your age, to hold you bound to any such promise. He aspired to win the voluntary love of her
whom he should wed. Your dower was a rich one, and you had many suitors, while my odd friend fled to
Palestine, as if to escape you and your fortune. But he loved you, and he kept silence with his whole strength,
because he believed himself unworthy to occupy your thoughts. . . . You know the rest, Isabelle. You have seen
this valiant knight, unaided, defending the honor and the life of his hereditary foe. You have heard him declare
himself ready, for my sake, to end his own stainless career in an opprobrious death. He stands before you,
cashiered, exiled, for having espoused with too great warmth your brothers cause. And notwithstanding all this,
he will not venture to reclaim his little sweetheart. No! Villepretix broke in; God forbid, my lady, that I should
throw into the balance the affection I...
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