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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Speech of Hon. Samuel S. Blair, of Pennsylvania Mr.
Blair said: Mr. Chairman: The bill under consideration, reported from the Committee of Ways and Means, for
the readjustment of the duties on foreign imports, suppose to be second in importance to none now on the
calendar, nor indeed to any measure that has heretofore been considered by the present Congress. | am aware
that more exciting topics of discussion touching the fundamental principles of constitutional government have
at different times engaged the attention of Congress and of the country, the importance of which I would not
under-estimate. Whenever they are presented by real occasions, they will justly challenge the attention of all
men, whether in public or private station. But, sir, they must not be permitted to monopolize the grave thought
and anxious solicitude of those to whom the high trust of legislation is committed at a time like the present,
when the public necessities which have called forth the bill before us invite attention. | therefore desire to submit
an outline of the view which | have taken of this measure, and the reasons which govern me in giving my vote in
its favor. Although, in the arrangement of some of its details the bill falls short of that standard of protection to
the industrial pursuits of the nation, which protectionists had hoped would be reached by the deliberations of
the committee, yet in the main it exhibits a fair appreciation of the wants of the country, and a commendable
recognition of the claims of American labor to the fostering care of the Government. And whilst it is acceptable
to us because it is...
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